
 

SCRA Executive Committee October 2018 Meeting 
MINUTES 

Date: October 29, 2018                           Time: 1pm to 2:30pm CST                                                  Location: conference call 

Attendance  Present Absent 
Brad Olson (President) (President) X  
Yolanda Suarez-Balcazar (Past President) X  
Susan Torres Harding (President Elect) X  
Jim Cook (Treasurer)  X  
Elizabeth Thomas (Secretary) X  
Dina Birman (Representative to Council) X  
Melissa Strompolis (Member at Large (Membership & Awards))  X 
Carolyn Joyce Tompsett (Member at Large (APA))  X 
Noe Chavez (Member at Large (Membership & Awards) X  
Scot Evans (Regional Network Coordinator) X  
Jesica Siham Fernández (Representative from CERA)  X 
Erin Godly-Reynolds (Student Representative) X  
Joy Agner (Student Representative)  X 
Simon Coulombe (Council on Education)  X  
Nicole Freund (Representative from Practice Council) X  
Chris Keys (Representative from Research Council) X  
Anne Bogat (Chair, Publications Committee) X  
Nicole Allen (Editor, AJCP)  X 
Susan Wolfe (Editor, TCP) X  
Jean Hill (Executive Director) X  
   

Agenda 
 
1. Roll Call (Elizabeth) 
 
2. Approval of August 2018 EC Minutes (Elizabeth)  
 
In favor: 14 
Opposed: 0 
Abstained: 0 
 
3. EC Midwinter Meeting 2019 (Brad and Jean) 
 



Jean provided an overview of the budgeting process, in which the EC reviews budget proposals and 
provides ratings; the Presidential stream and Treasurer examine ratings and provide recommendations 
prior to the MWM; and the entire EC makes final decisions at the MWM.  
 
Yolanda asked about the process for groups outside SCRA to send in a budget proposal. Jean suggested 
that they would submit the proposal to Yolanda by the deadline and she would forward it with briefing 
book materials as part of the regular process.  
 
Brad asked about last year’s MWM evaluation, and Yolanda noted that EC member comments focused on 
the desire to spend less time on the budget and more time on “big picture” priorities.  
 
Brad shared that the MWM will be held at National Louis University. EC members will stay at the Central 
Loop/Club Quarters Hotel on Adams and will have a social gathering at Yolanda’s home.  
 
4. Items for Discussion and Updates from EC Members  
 
          a. Members at Large (Noe and Melissa) 
 
Noe shared that 198 SCRA members completed the membership survey. He noted that a mentoring task 
force has been developed. It will be co-led by Erin Godley Reynolds and Dominique Thomas. They are 
using the survey results to strengthen and extend the good work on mentoring that happens at the Biennial. 
They are working to build a framework that can be implemented at the next Biennial. Goals include 
recruiting more mentors of color and a greater diversity of mentors over all. Fabricio Balcazar will also 
offer a training around mentoring at the Biennial.  
 
Dina noted that the research council is also working on a mentoring initiative. Susan W. offered an 
appreciation of the excellent work that Gloria Levin has been doing over the last several years as we 
expand upon it. Susan TH suggested that we make sure we are utilizing evaluations from past biennials. 
Nicole F. affirmed that the practice council is represented in the mentoring task force. Erin will bring back 
questions for the EC as the task force moves forward.  
 
The EC discussed a proposal to update the Kalafat Awards. In the proposal, the second award remains 
similar, but the first award would be for a graduate student rather than a doctoral program. After some 
discussion about the need to consult with others for approval of this change, Noe agreed to bring the 
proposal back to the EC. Anne B. reminded EC members that we wanted to discuss the naming of the 
awards and we will revisit this at MWM.  
 
         b. Online textbook and SCRA membership proposal (Anne) 
 
Anne presented the proposal and the decisions we would need to make if we agreed to it. EC members 
offered support, as they believed that the initiative would bring more people to the field, especially 
international students. Jim suggested that we need to build in the mechanisms to evaluate the impact of 
this proposal.  
 
EC members voted to support free memberships for those who complete a quiz for the online 
course/textbook.  
 
 



 

In favor: 14 
Opposed: 0 
Abstained: 0 
 
         c. Research Fellows Application Process (Chris) 
 
Chris reported that there has been good interest in the fellowship program with several inquiries and three 
applications so far. He noted that the biennial meeting will include a session on navigating the tenure and 
promotion process and a session on grantsmanship.  
 
5. 2019 and 2021 Biennial Meetings 
 
       a. Updates on 2019 Meeting (Brad and Jean) 
 
Brad and Jean reported that logistics are being finalized.  
 
       b. Information about hosting 2021 Meeting (Jean) 
 
Jean shared that SCRA can provide more support for Biennials than in the past, making it less work for 
hosting institutions.  
 
      c. Discussion of Pre-conference meetings for 2019 Biennial (Nicole F. and EC) 
 
Nicole suggested that skill-based preconference workshops are requested by members. The EC voiced 
support for Tuesday preconference workshops. The COE will also submit a proposal for a meeting of 
program directors.  
 
The next EC meeting will be in January.  
 
 
 


